Ets-1 and Ets-2 protooncogene expression in theca cells of the adult mouse ovary.
We have investigated the mRNA expression of the Ets-1 and Ets-2 genes in murine gonads and found expression in adult ovaries. In situ hybridization experiments show that the Ets genes are predominantly expressed in theca cells and cells of ovarian interstitium. By gel retardation experiments we detected DNA binding proteins in ovaries that specifically bind to the ETS motif, suggesting the expression of Ets or Ets-related proteins. Our results raise the possibility of Ets-2 involvement in ovarian pathology seen in patients with Down's syndrome.